NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

ROAD, HARBOR, m RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

There is a document printed by the Senuséin Janu-
ary, 1847, which does not appear tous as yetto have
attracted the degree of attention which it deserves;
for it is 2 document fl.![_l of most interesting facts,

Itis a *statement of appropriations for the con-
struction and repair of roads, and for the improve-
ment of harbors and rivers in the United States;
showing, as [ar as practicable,the amount expended

in each State,”

This stalement commences witl the vear 1806,
and enumerates all abjects of improvement of roads,
harbors, and rivers, and the appropriations in their
favor for each year,up tound including 1845, going
uninterrupiedly through every Administration dur-
ing that long period of years—a period remarkable

for the supremacy of Democratic rule in the Legis- |

lative as well as Executive departments. There
were occasional interruptions to the system, by
Vetoes upon measures which were considered not
sufficiently national in their scope, and on that ae-
count objectionable. But the sysiem prevailed, and
received the sanetion of every President during that
long period except President Harrisox, who is well
known to have been friendly to the system, but
whose death occurred within a month after his in- |
Tuguration. '

By referring to this document it appears that the

[ 1795, the condition that jurisdiction should be ceded
w the United Suwies is virtually abandoned ; a joint
Jurisdiction of the (two authoritics, State and United
States, beiog considered such a cession of jurisdic-
| tion as the ory law of 1780 reguired.
| On following this legislation up it will be found
| that emlm‘na objecis are increased beyond those
| of the first law of 1780, as * swkes,” * stakage of
(channels,” and of » sand bars;” and, on the 27th
|April, 1798, a Jaw will be found “to cause the
[+ chunnel of Warren river, from Narraganset bay to
[* the port of Warren, in the State of Rhode Island,
'+ w be staked out and marked.” Here, therefore,
{15  direct case of the improvement of the chaunel
,:1 ariver above its bay, and within the interior of a
| slate.
I We do not pereeive any difference in the power
which can erect any kind of work to indicate a chan-
nel, a bar, or a ¥oek, and the power to authorize
operations for the amelioration of that ehanuel, or
for the removal of the bar or rock. It would be
singular, indeed, if Congress had the power to erect
| a lighthouse or beacon, in order 1o indicate t6 the
mariner a danger to navigation, and yet had not the
power to remove the bar or rock, and thereby ren-
der the expense of lighthouse or beacon at that Jo-
cality for ever unnecessary. ‘This distinetion of
power, however, singular as it may seem, is held by
some modern reasoners upon the constitution—a
distinction unknown to the framers of .that instru-
ment, equally unkunown to sound reasoning, and’

| disavowed by the practice of the Government from

its origin to the present day.

The progress of legislation on these subjects con-
tinues to exhibit an extension of objects up to a
law of the 3d March, 1801, in which the whale
subject is covered by an extremely broad expres-
sion. An appropriation is made in this law for

whole ameunt expended on all these objects during
that period, not ineluding expenses of surveys, wes
#17,190223. Or this amount there was expend-

ed— ry to make navigation “ easy and safe’ is here au- | cord or overcome foreign asssilants—quite a possiblo case—
Under Mr. Jefferson -« $48400 |thorized, without reference to locality or to the kind | France may find herself in the embrace of  military despotism.
"% Mr. Madison - - - 250,800 |of work. . t!u;.:r a result would furnish no ground for congratulation,
“  Mr.Monroe - - - 706,621 In 1802 there is the enstomary appropriation for “‘m"'i’:m b m!‘g'mﬂf "[‘:'E- e
“  Mr.J. Q. Adams - - 2,310,475 |lighthouses, beacons, buoys, and public piers, and wmighty wnuqum:cu. Bather the, rosult ahall provy.fo: be
“  Gen. Jackson - - 10,582,882 |an extension to the additional subjects of * bars | a blessing or a curse to France and the world, depends upon b g
%  Mr. Van Buren - - 2,222,544 |aod shoals,” and for piers in the river Deluware, | What is coming rather than upon what has been slready done.
“  Mr Tylee - - - 1,076,500 |In 1803 and 1804 the appropriation is limited to :u:"’l‘ﬁ"“ : li;ntil::d:';;n:: m Th':‘: e

As this period extends through about, forty years,
it will make the average expenditure on these ac-
counis rather less than $430,000 the year.

The range of these expenditures—shat is, the
kind of improvement authorized—can be ascertain-
ed by referring to the document, as all are named
m it .

The cession of Lonisiana was not obtained until
1803, nor was the use of steam introduced into our
waters until afier that time. The war of 1812 gave
10 us u knowledge which we did not before possess
of the value and importance of the Lakes, Florida
was ceded in 1819, It was of necessity, therefore,
alter these events, that the General Government had
the information required, and felt the necessity of
improving its Western rivers and Lake harbors, as
well as the harbors on its more extended line of sea |
coast. It would have been worse than useless 1o |
attempt it before, and singulacly unmindful of the
great and increasing interesis of the country to have
neglected it after. We accordingly find, afier the
events slated, and as the Lake and Western river
country became known and inhabited, that the sys- |
sem of harbor and river improvements expanded it- |
self. Ina word,as the country expaided, as its
western regions became inhabited, as its great rivers
and lakes and is Adantic harbors became better
known, as its internal and external commerce in-
creased, means of rendering navigation * easy and
safe’'—a prineiple adopted by the first law on these |
subjeets of the first Congress of the United States— |
had 1o be commensurately extended

If any one will examine carefully the legislation |
on these subjeets. he will find it to have lollowed
the development of onr wants and resources, and to
have kept behind them rather than to have been
equal to their necessities. The vast and rapid
growth of the country has not received the aid it
required ; bat the aid that has been gronteldl by a
stinted hand has been more the result of what that
growih made necessary than of fostering aid to that
growth. And it is now to be seen whether the
wants of about ten millions of people, and of an an.

nual trade of about three hundred millions of dol- | be that as it may, these laws. invariably show that | Government, is to assemble about the middle of mext moth

lurs, can be neglecied with impunity by any party
or any Executive.

The Senate document to which we have referred
gives a synopsis of the legislation by Congresson

these subjects from 180610 1845, Curiosity andsome | law of a State in which the plan and ohject were | made by the Seastor from South Carolina ; but [ voled ugsinst
leisare have induced us to look into the legislation  exposed. This consent is also frequently accom- | his mdtion o liy the resslution upon the table, because [ con-

lighthouses, ns, buoys, and publie piers, and
for “other improvements in navigation.” = The
whole ground is here covered. All that is necessa-

that of previous years,
In 1805 we find the customary appropriation
and various specific appropriations for similar ob-

jects in localities not heretofore named, the wants

of which became known as commerce extended it-
sell. The law of this year also contains an appro-
priation “ for erecling public piers in the river
Delaware.”

From 1806 to the present day we have the legis-
lation on these subjects, in the Senate documert be-
fore noticed, gradually extending under the prinei-
ple of the declaratory law of 1789 as the commerce
of the country extended, and as the country itsell
extended, and as it became inhabited and better
known, These references furnish us therefore with
an unbroken series of the most grave and the high-
est authority, and of the practice of the Govern-
ment under all administrations, from the first Con.
gress of 1789 up to and including that of 1845. If,
therefore, the practice of the Government from its
origin to the present day, under every party, can be
considered as seuling a constitutional question, we
do not perceive how-the most fastidious reasoner
can longer entertain u doubt of the power of Con-
gress over these subjects, unless, indeed, he be of
that incurable class which has respect for no opin-
ions but its own.

During a part of this period, however—namely.,
from 1798 to 1822—there is an occasional legisla-
tion of a different character, which it may be well
to notice. We refer to that peculiar legislation
which gave the consent of Congress to certain acts
of State legislation in reference to tonnage duties
for specific purposes. An examination into this
legislation can create no otherimpression than that the
consent of Congress is given with reluctance, gene-
rally for very short periods, renewed as required at
subsequent sessions, and that the objects of the
legislation were frequently, and indeed chiefly, as
far as whe grealer number of these acts is concern-
ed, 1o support healih officers to ports, and for sick
and disabled seamen. The legislation is evidenty
| a lemporary substitute, untl Congress could digest
| and adopt its own course. The latier laws on these
| subjects also show that the State agents employed
had 1o render their secounts of expendilures to the
| United States’ Treasury Department. Afier 1822
we do not perceive any more of this legislation, or
il there be any it has escaped our invesigation, and
the laws on these subjects [or vears before 1822 are
mere renewals of consent previously given. But,

| the consent of Copgress had 10 be invoked and
| granted in all cases, and, of consequence, the plan
and object had 1o be such as Congress should ap-
prove, as the consent of Congress was given to the

therefore, premature to offer our congratualations merely

THE FRENCH QUESTION.
SPEECH OF Mx. CALHOUN.

Ix Sewars, Manon 30,

Mr. CALHOUN. I do not perecive the slighiest neces-
sity for referring this resolution | tious 10
the French] to the committes, and on that point I'entirely con-
cur with the views of the mover of it,  The resolution is sim

ple 5 it req 0o ex ion of details, and the Senate is
just a8 competent to form an opinion of its merite as any com

mittee can possibly be.

I do not intend to enter at present into the great question
presented in the resolution, To aet wpon it now would, in
my julgment, be premature. The people of France have
dope much. They have made a mighiy revolution. They
have overthrown an old and powerful monarchy, and decreed
the establishment of u republic. All this they have accom-
plished in u very short period, and without sny extraordinary
blovdshed or confusion. [t is indeed ad to excite our
wonder, and, 8o far as the sim of the French people estends,

our lively sympathy.  But the time has not arrived for
congratulation, ) remaing to be done, K real work
to be performed is yet before them, ‘They huve decreed o re-
public, but it remains for them to establish . If the
French people shall succeed in that ; if they shall prove them-
selves to be as wise in constructing a .constitulion as
they huve proved themselves to be o demolishing the
old form of government ; if they sball really form n constitu-
tion which shall on one hand guard agsinst violence and
anarchy, snd oo the other against oppression of the people,
they will have achieved, indeed, s great work., They will
then be entitled to the congratulations not oaly of this coun-
try, but of the whole civilized world. But if they fail, what
then’ What then *  Can there be a more importan! inqui-
ry I France fail, under what form of government will she
tind herself 7 1 supgose it will be out of the question to”go

all its braoches, is, I take it, now odious to the French peo-
ple.  They will bardly think of reinstating the old imperial
dynasty of Napoleon. An aristocracy they cannot think of
snd what, then, must be the result if they fail to establish a
republic ! If it come 10 contests within, or wars without ; if
itshall be necessary to resort to lorce 1o internal dis-

event—tho most yin my opinion, in bistory ; but it
may lead to events which will make it a mighty evil. It is,
upon
a revolution. We must look to the consequences and the
end. We most await the termination of the movement. 1
wish well to France—sincerely do I wish her well. There is
no man that breathes who has a deeper or more profound love
of constitutionsl government than [ have—not one. But I
have never known a period-when there was so great a neces-
sity for wise, deliberate, cautious procedure. Great eventsare
before us.  There lives not the man who can say what an-
other year ey bring forth.

I offer no opinion as to the success or failure of the French
people in this effort. [ see tremendous difficulties in the way
of success ; difficalties resulting from the social condition of
France, and the composition of ber people. I se, on the

the French people will, in my opinion, depend, at least in a
very high degree, upon the fact whether she can prevent war,
that again depending upon two circumstances : one, T

cived would be read by general consent.

back to a constitutional monarehy. The Bourhon family, in | 4o

been

cess in the mﬂmz

other hand, 4 good deal of encouragement. The successof | ™

which he conceived worthy of the
t

DEBATE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Moxpay, l-;u-z. 3, 1848,

Mr. OUMMINS asked leave Lo offer the ions:
e f, That it beeomes the of the United States
o rejoiee the sentiment ol is commend-

" 3 ! l
ing ttself to the fuvorable consideration and adoption of the
intelligent and thinking men of all intell -lzlnl

, That the ouly legitimate source of politinl power
is the :::: of the people, and the only rightful end of its ex-
ereise their

Mesalved, That we sincercly hope that down-trodden hu-
manity may sucoeed in bresking down sll forms of tyraon
and oppression, and in the establishment of free and pati
goveruments £r the good of the governed, aud not for the sg-
grandizement of those who govera.,
Lesolved That we tender our warmest svinpathles to the
wam and Itsly in their present stroggle for re-
y wnd sineerely hope they nuy succeed in shing free
constitational governumeats, e g from and based
the will of the governed, suited to r wints and eon.
tion, und such us will seeure Lo them liberty nod safety,
dtessiv d, That we tender our sympathy dnd hopes of sue-
ceus Lo every le who are secking to'establish for them-
selves fiee und nationsl governments, and that whatever of
blood and treasure muy be shed or spent ina of the

:w the oppressor, is to be charged to the unjust

£

s

the oppressor, who steives to hold s exercise
of thpnpla:;r'pnd u; inat their 'ucli‘l:: exer-
] w and the oppression ot the many,

b 0 and exercise
seeure and pro-

who seck only Lo
tsin such mannerus will
mote their own happiness and salety.
The reception of the'resolutions being objected to—
Mr. CUMMINS moved to suspend the rules to enable him
to offer them. - This motion was carried in the affinmative :
Yeas 121, nays 51.
Mr. U, then moved the above resolutions, which, being read,
Mr. HILLIARD hoped that an Exceutive’ message just re-

Objection being made—
Mr. HILLIARD moved a suspension of the rules to admit

motion.
The CHAIR reminded Mr. H. that the rules had alresdy
for the purpose of receiving the resolutions.
The resolutions moved by Mr. Cusaiss were again read.
Mr. CUMMINS demanded the previous question.
Great confusion instantly arose, and remounstrances mingled

with ovies of ** no, no; oh, don't!"”

Mr.CUMMINS withdrew his call for the previous question.
' Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the fourth resolution by

inserting at the end thereof the following :

om_lnmgng earuest of their sug-
w said Government of
immediate emancipation of

to early measures

all slaves in their colonies,”

Mr. SCHENCK suggested as an amendment tothe amend-

cardipal republican prin-
slavery nor involuntury

ment to sdd the following :

¢ Recognising us we do that great
i cipla they thare soald b5 sithes

¢ servitude except for erime.’ "
Mr. ASHMUN accepted this as & modification of his own
amendment.

And the question being on the amendment thus modified—
Mr. ASHMUN observed that he had nothing to say on the

amendment. Its propriety was so abvious as to preclude the | are placed, by the ussurance of
necessity for remark.

Many gentlemen were here on the floor at once, contend-

The resolution having been read as amended —
Mr. HILLIARD moved tht the resolutions be referred to

the Comunittee on Foreign Aflairs.

Mr. BAYLY moved that they be referred to a select com-
ittee.
Mr. DUER waid he bad

expressing, in &
dignity of the House and of
bject, the sympathy which he was very sure every gen-
could not but feel, and which he had intended to move

he su

she may have the eell control to abstain from improper inter-
ference with surrounding eountries ; the other, whether they
may have the moderation and good sense to abstain from ss

ssiling France. Thus far the leading Power of Europe has
certainly displayed great good sense amd foresight. Great
Britain has done as she ought to have done ; and [ trust that
every other Power in Earope will stand and look on | giving
France a fair opportanity to consummate the great work in
which she has engaged. It is doe to France, to the civilized
world, and to themselves, that European Power should ob-
serve strict non-interference.  If she sucoeed, it will be anad-
monition to all Europe that the time has arrived when they must
agree to yield to liberty in a constitational and o stable form.
Thirones will fude away, and freedom and blican instita-
tions become the order of the day. If; on the contrary, stund-
ing aloof and avoiding all contest, France sball fuil in this
great undertaking, sfter a fair trial, without the interference of
other Powers, it will do more to put down liberty under a re-
publican form of government than any other event which could
oceur,

Now, I think that it i dae all round that there shall be a
fair trial  The first step to that, il! my opinion, consists in

tions ex
people in their struggle for eivil liberty.”

to be referred to a select commitiée, to consist of one member | the
from each State.

Mr. D. read his resolution ; and, after some conversation

between Mr. DUER and the CHAIR—

Mr. BAYLY modified his motion for a select commitiee

50 as to read as follows :

“That the resolutions be referred to a seleet committes of

one from esch State, with instructions tp report joint resolu-

pressing the sympathy of this nation for the Freoch

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL expeessed his earnest wish that

the message from the President now on the Speaker's table | |ojge and
should be read. He presumed there woull be nu objection.
He understood that it was on the subject to which the

sibility their social institutions alluded to in such offensive
wems.  There is on the partof tho South nothing i
Mumu-ﬂmuhﬁ

I repeat, sir, that in moving to refer the resolutions befors
Commitee oa Foreign Affairs, [ have no hostile

speak in well weighed and ters,
of these resolutions. It so

on o vole on propositions uly

when we cannol express our own true

he resolutions go to the sppropriate committee,

and come back to us in a betier form.

Mr. McCLERNAND said, like the honorsble. -
man from Alsbama, (Mr Hizriann,) be sympathized with
France ; like him be and decidedly, to the fire-
brand which bad been intreduced into this in the form
of the amendment moved
selts, (Mr. Asunox.)
however, he did not frel that distrust in the success of the
e BILLIARD Somcond, and e Sooe balg pid

. and g ed,
begged that the gentleman would not misapp

E

people, who owed France so much.
friended us in our infancy snd time
to establish our
of liberty whi

great
was worthy name, who
place. As France assisted us,
in which she was placed, by her arms, #o we in turn should
assist France according to the

gratulations.

It was objected, however, to any formal expression, that it

EE.(!;LI? loud cries of *“ Mr. Speaker !" for recognition by | was prematare; that the revolution might waste itselfin anarchy,
Shair. i

or sink into despotism ; that we should wait for certainty of its
success. He thought not. Now was the time, if we really
wished France to be succeesful, for the voice of sympathy and

e¢ncouragement. Let that voice go forth from this hall, and

from every city and hamlet in 1he land ¢ let it cross the Atlan-
tic and echo in every part of France. Yes, let it resound as
the deep heartfelt shout of a free peopls of the new world that

a giant was about to be given to the cause of buman
freedom in the old world. W e should rejoice ut the regeneration
and ipation of enslaved pations. Freedom was one of

appointed ageats of God to advance the spiritual as well
as the temporal welfare of man ; therefore it deserved to be
encouraged by us every where and at all times ; and may she
continue her triumphs unul the whole wotld be made to ac-
knowledge her mild scepire and genial sway! [t occurred to
him that the apprehensions of (hose who feared the success of
the French movement were unfounded ; that such perssns in-
ter i ly and imperfectly the state of Europe.
What was that state ’ and what
tion of 1788, althuagh abused in many respects, eflected one
great and

© of liberty, which, bowever it might be repros-

L]

resolutions referred.

Mauch confasion, and cries of “*T ohject, I object.”
The CHAIR stated the question betore the House to be on

the resolution of reference, as modified.

Mr. C, J. INGERSOLL insisted that the objections made

had ecome too late, as the Speaker had handed the message to
the Clerk to be resd.

The CHAIR ruled the objections to be in time, so that the

quiet looking-on and as litle as | To
France the people every where will extend their sympathy ;
but I do contend that the Governments themselves ought to be
prodent and al ious in the exy ion of their sentiments,
IT we, as a government, extend our congratulations in 1his for-
mal and solemn manoer, others may take the opposite and de-
nunciatory course 3 and, between the two, that result will be
produced which miust inevitably overthrow the revolution—an
appeal to arms.  That is one reason why this Government,
looking to the interes's of France alone, and with the kindest
feeling, ought to be cautions and abstemiovs in muking
move. My opinion, then, is, that the wisest eourse will be
to lay this resolution oo the table, expressly on the ground that
itis p The ci by which we ought b be
regulat d in expressing or withholding vur congratulations have
not yet presented themselves. 'When these circamstances do oc-
cur, the time for taking up the subject will have arrived. We
know that a National Convention, ealled by the Provisional

ure,

SPEECH OF BENATOR UNDERWOOD ON THE
SAME QUESTION,

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I concur entirely with the remarks

of a previous period, the result of which we shall | panied with a statement in the United States law of | ceive it placed me in a false position. I we bad laid the re-

endeavor 1o lay briefly before our readers.

The first session of the first Congress was held
in 1789. We had then no interior commerce of
any aceount, nor much foreign commerce, all our
commerrial factlities being confined 1 u few imper-
fectly known harbors of the Adantic. These re-
quired lighthouses, buoys, piers, &c.; objects which,
under the and before the present con-
stitlutional government was adopied, were in many
cases under the care of the several States respec.
tively. But the constitution, under the grant of
power to regulute commerce, made these objects of
the care of the National Government. According-
ly, we find all expenses in reference to them as.
sumed by the National Government, in this very
first C under the Constiwtion. The law is
dated August 7, 1789, Jtis in the following words :
“ That all expenses which shall accrue from and
« after the 15th August, 1789, in the necessary sup-
« port, maintenance, and repairs of all lighthouses,
« beacons, buoys, and public piers, placed of sunk

| the ohject, and always with a special reference 1o
the State law that is approved.

Secondly, the legislation nlso shows that it was
not merely a wmporary, but a very limited kind of
legislation, a sort of substitute unul Congress could

| act more directly, in which Swate authoritics were

| made agents of Congress, and were obliged, as con-

| sent was renewed, to render accounts of expendi-
wre to the United States’ Treasury Depariment. It
may also not be outof place to remark that no bod
of United Siates Engineers existed till 1802,

One leading pringiple, unequivocally and with-
out exception, governs the entire legislation on this
subject. [t is, that, throughout and in évery form,
the power of Congrese was necessary lo give va-
lidity 10 the act, or to authorize the expenditore,
| whether the plan were thet of using State aothori-
| ties as agents or United States engineers. Itis inall
[cases the power of Congress. Now, do we not
perceive how it ean be so flatlering to State
| pride 1o be the mere agents of Congress in such

+ before the passage of this act at the entrance of | matters, or how any one who pretends to reason on

+ or within any bay, inlet, harbor, or port of the

¢ United States, for rendering the navigation thereof

+ easy and safe, shall be defrayed out of the Trea-
« sury of the United States.”” Tt will not, we pre-
sume, be doubted that the members of this Con-
gress, consisting chiefly of those who formed the

eonstitution, underatood the full intent and meaning | patronage and practiesbility.

these matiers can admit the constitutional power of
| Congress 1 use Siate authorities as its agents, and
| yet not be able 10 select other agents better adapied
| for the duties. ‘T'he question involves a mere ehoice
{of agents, and is not a question of constitutional
| power ; or, in other words, it is a mere question of

Y | former eflorte they have signally failod.

solution upon the table it would have been an act from which
inferences might have been drawn unfavorable to those who
#0 voted in reference Lo their sympathy with the great move-
ment which has been made by the people of France, and [ am
free to admit that my heart is with them in every step which
they bave taken. [ have rejoiced in every movement which
the French peoplo has made from time to time with the view
to the establishment of a republic. But although these have
been my foclings, and now are my feolings, stiongly cherish
ed, | am admonished to eaution by the fact that in all their
That signal failure
heretofore admonishes me of the propriety of obwerving (hat
prudence gnd caution recommended by the Benator from South
Carolioe. T thivk with him that it is wise to await the reault
of this great movement. It France succeed, her example wili
be fullowed, 1 doubt not, by mare than hall of Eurape. [
she fail, not only may the chains of monarchy be riveted mare
closely in Europe, but her failure may seriously affeet the
safity of republican institutions throughout the world.

Nuw, what ought to be done ! It seems to me, as we are
notfied through the that the elestions in France wi|
shoitly take place, that the national couvention will soon ps-
semble, and that, as the result of the deliberations of tha
body will reach us before we adjourn, we ought to await the
event bofore, as a Government, we give expression to our opi-
nions,  In the mesn time it will be quite becoming in any of
us as citizens to tender our songratulations to the Freoch peo-
ple in this movement. Enfertuining these views, and as there
1% no prospect that we shall obtain the result of the lubors of
the Frepch convention on oi befure the day namel by the
=enator from Ohio, | move to postpone the considerution of
the resolution till the first Monday in June.

For all purp of

of it; #nd we have from thic Congress, the first | improving harbors, rivers, and roads, the agency of

alter the ion of the constitution, a declaratory
act adopting as objeets of the care and expense bf
the Gene

Government all the arificial facilities | mefliciant and impracticable.

States, with right 1o eollect a ton duty for sach
purposes, has heen long sinee aba as utterly
And those who de.

10 our commerce then known to us, and then in | #ire 1o retarn to this limited and partial system either
use with us;in any inlet, bay, or harbor, on the | cannot have looked into it, or seek under such 2
broad prineiple of their having been erected for | subterfuge 1o dispuise a deadly hostility 1o these

purposes of *
and safe.*
mera of the constitution, the principle laid down
for Government action in such cases, namely, that
these works shall be for the purposes of rendering
navigation easy and ssfe. ‘The kinds of works
enumernied were the kinds known to that time, and
were the only kinds that our infant commerce then
Tequ But the principle under which those
ki of works was classed was adapied 10 com-
merce a8 it shovld expand itself, and is another
proof of the prophetic vision of ge sagacious men

/ . onas fl : 2 _ cades till they havw acquired wll their rights.
of that g which had pursaed ihe subject into ita details, or | yih business edoction, in sdcilion to the clomenisof the § oo A merican Congress, if | could refuns 1o cheer S VN ~
" pingress, however, required the cession of | which was familisr with G{ven 5. "';.M _,,,,_,':,‘,‘,‘,'.‘.:‘:L_ woged in such & work, u.;m:“ - @o.on and :....,.,:i 10 Fﬂ‘lﬂ:_l Ammu tn mmﬂu{- the 20tk of Apeil and
ion of the sites .;? the improvements | [t would be 0 substimie s combersome, ial, | For board, twition, sud room-rent dating the winter may they orect upon the soil of France & government resting e lmbﬂh Iw:l‘!’ln":m g“ “m“‘

r ound hy experience to be an | Joedl, inefficient, and impracticahle ¥ for one Pnni“u“q-u--.--..u.................'...-..,, #66 :l} mﬂﬂ great principles of constitational Inw, en-uring or- - Algiers wd the colowies ; suffeage-to e . b
omgondiion. W s it has pron o' e and dreet, onions 751 o PO SN b 7+~ e i 7 ol S o ot s Tl o be!
session, appMpria- | and efigient ; and would be & result of the POWEr | Wood, v.crrvoooen oo _ng_ I regret, sir, that the geotieman from Massachuretta. (Mr. s R |

Ithough _jurisdiction | of rées in cither ecane, a8 the | ional o STowl L LT Y Asunax ) has thought to connect with thie subject an- | - Bt

the United States, and | power of Congress over these questions has 1o be ?""",;:"_,‘.:_‘_',‘2"“" : e Trds other a.-.u».mn. i & no om | mg:

lequent sessions, until, in | invoked and admitied, whichever agent shall be used. | " * .,......mm nrpﬂﬂ_q,h" " }x'm:'r “ d:"", r":u’f:;‘:,':im‘ wfal -:.' . y

the navigation thereof easy | measures of improvement.
We have therefore, from the very fra-

The question, therefore, between the iwo systems
(if that of using State authorities as ts, of s
limited practice and of such impraeti le applica-
tion, can be called 4 system) is not a question of
power and of right, but one merely of expediency
and convenicnce, The utter impracticability of
using the State wuthorities for harbor and. river im-
provemenis by a grant of lopnage duties is 100 ap-
parent end wo casily shown to need further remark.
It s, in fuct, a palpable error, which could not fur
a moment retain control over any rational ‘mind

PENNSYLVANIA COLLEGE, Gettysburg, Penm.

FACULTY AND INSTRUCTORS,
0. P. KRAUTH, D.D., President sud Profewsor of Natos

el uod Mevesled Keligion, Ethies, ::
..I;:. H. L. Baugher, A. M., P o Greek Languuge,

Rhey und Oratory.
:te':d.\'ﬂ me..uzm..w of Mathematics, Chemiss

try, and Mrchanienl Plulo 5
nev, William M. Ile,nok{-. A.M., Professor of Latin,
3

Logis, snd Mental 'hil

M. L Hw'«ﬁA.M.. rofessor of History and Prineipal
of Preparatory partment.,
Dawid Gilbert, A.M., M.D , Leeturer on Anstomy and

Physiology.
]ﬂh. ‘a,uwris, D.D., Leetnrer on Znolnfy.

A. Bssick, A.B., Tutor ¢ 1. K Plitg, A. 18, Tutor,

The soecess of Pennaylvania College has been anch as to
gratify its most mnguine Sriends,  ILis recommended 1o puib-
lie petvovage by it proximity to Baltimore and Piiisdelphin,
the healthiness of the pluce of its loaution, the mo ality of the
inhubitants of Gettysburg, and the ehenpness of g,
course of .“;h'il‘. us uluir,r::d;nb-hmiul as that of
inslilation 0 coul . he. Freparatory 1 partment
provides for inctmcﬂul;trgll the branches of I’lhnrlju‘h Ea-

rales. He bad received no intimation of what the m
contained. The House hed been taken by surprise ; and, s
the Clerk had not begun to read, or even opened the envelope | gl

bculha;hthu e s maliec
prise. belie subject of the message was
understood ; and, ss it had been delivered to the Clerk to be
read, he took an appeal from the decision of the Chair.

offer a substitute ?

this was objected

dered ; and,

could not now be read but by a suspension of the

and per Had not the revolation of 1789 occurred,
pethaps France would bave been less
ernment—for the establishment of republican institations—
perhups the late 1evolution would not have occurred at all.
One thing was certain : France bad now arrived at that state
of moral and intellectual advancement which must prevent ber
lapsing into per t ism, which must replace every
form of royal suthority with free institutions,

Besides this one great advantage of the revolution of 1789 —
ch sbus: d—ihere were many other incidental

a revolution mu
1

o which the message was contained, he ruled the objection to

be in time.

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he was greatly surprised to
Speuker or the House had been taken by sur-
generally

I'he question being immediately put on the appeal, the ru-
ing of the Chair was sustained—Ayes 90, noes 30.
Mr. HASKELL inquired whether it was in order now to

b

The UHAIR replying in the negative—

Mr. HABKELL wished it to be read for information ; but
1a.

[ Voices, * You can read it yoursell."]

The CHAIR said the question would first be on the motion

Mr. DONNELL moved to lay the resolutions on the table.
On this motion the yeas and nays were called for, and or-
taken, resulted as follows : Yeas 15, nays
118, ‘So the motion 1o lay on the table wn::rtd

i the reanla-

Mr. HILLIARD said that, in moving to

tions and amendments which bad been brought forward upoo
0
on Foreign Affuirs, he simply desired to secore & proper ex-
pression
The J
deoply uffect the enuse of mankind throughout the world. 1
am not ready to extend the sympathy of this Government to

any people who simply

he of the late revolotion in France to the Commitiee

of the sympathy which wo feel in that movement.
M(&hﬂ)llmdm*cmmnmm;km

overturn a throne, lo into the
wild, unrestricted, and reckless experiment of ideal liberty,
Every kingless government is not of a

government.  Liberty cannot exist without law ; its elements

must be consolidsted, and its great principles be embodied in
a constitution. ‘The great movement in Franee mast develop
institations before it accomplishes any permanent good for the
French people. | confess that I am not free from apprebhen-
sion as lo the fature ; the convulsion which exhibits a form so
attructive to-day, may yet opturn the foundstions of sociely
and resalt in the wildest anarchy. On the other band, there
is in the great popular movement which has so suddenly and
a0 expelied royalty from France, much of promise
for that beantiful country snd for mankind. I solemnly be-
lieve that the time has come when kingoraft bas lost its hold
upen 'the beman mind ; the world s waking from its deep
slumber, and mankind begin to sea that the right to govern
belongs not to crowoed kings, but to the great masses. The
nge in which we live will, I trast, witness the complete en-
feanchimement of nations which have long been governed wo
much.

I think, sir, that we ought to sustain our Minister, Mr.
Rush, who so promptly, without the appartunity of consulting
his Governmont, hailed the popular movement which expeiled
a powerful dynasty and prociaimed a republic. It was a
gooerous impulse which prompted the act, and the country
will applaud .

There are certainly some fcatures in the scene which France
presentd not wholly agreeable to a thoughtful obwerver, and
which awak pprehension that the provisional goverm-
ment just established has promised more than it can redeem.
The fraternitd which has been adopted may not be consistent
with regulated hiberty ; it may be the dream of idenlists, and
not the conception of a philosophieal statesman. The mea-
sure, ton, which has been adopted in regard to the lubor and
wages of operatives, doubling their compensation, and under-
taking to emplny them on the part of the Government, is & very
unmie one. Every one accustomed to the order of well-
regulated liberty most see the danger of such legislation.
It partakes too much of the charaeter pf a system of sociul
eform wo impractiesble to be ensily recognised.  Siill these
may bo but temporary srrangements, desigued to give the new
Gavernment time to adjust the details of the great
task which has been undertaken. There are circumstances
which may nwaken apprebension, but they cannot repress,
sympathy. No, sir; they canmot prevent the expression of
our deep and full sympathy with o people stroggling to make n
froe government ke our own,
wuch a spoctacie unmoved.

It may be premature—it may
oven be rosh ; bt [ should feel myself wnworthy of a seat in

1, fur one, cannot look wpon |.

Iting from it, some of which were, that the
military rank by the ancient nobility and the
tof geniture in ! t of property were sbolish-
ed ; the letires de cachet were suppressed, and perfect equal-
n.ly in the simivistration of public justice was secared. Yes ;
all this and more was accomplished Who should say that
the wark thus gloriously begun wosld not be cumpleted * |
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(M L.) believed ;
ting on this occasion. He begged leave
the whole of what President Washington
of his Secretary of State, Timothy

paragraph,

Ruah, our minister at France, quoted only the last part. This
was ouly part of his speech—the warmest he ever made, al-
though no doubt he spoke the honest sentiments of his mag-
nanimous mind :
I receive, sir, with lively sensibility the symbol of the tri-
umphs and of the enfranchisement of your pation, the solors
of France, which you have now presented to the United States.

ill be d o C , and the colors
will be deposited in the urchives of the United States, which

are ut once the evidence and the memorials of their freedom
and inde

peodence.  May this be perpetual ; and the
friendship of the two blics b nr::, with
their existenee !

Now, upon this proceoding of the President of the United

did it import ! The revolu. | States on the first of the year—on the lst of January, 1706,

which in his speech he said he selected because it was a day

ramcunt object. It schooled France in the know- | of general jiy—upon the reading to this House of what Gen.

Washington communicated in his message of January 4, 1796,

sed, must at no distant day result in the fruition of maturity | what sction was had 7 He read from the journal :

trom the President of

his Scecetary, as fols
“ Usrren Stares, Jaxvanr 4, 1796,
“Gentlemen of the Senate and House of R e :

“ A letter from the Minister Pleni, iary of the French
Republie, received on the 22d of the lnst month, covered an
nddress, dated the 21st of October, 1704, irom the Committee
ol Publie Sufity to the Representatives of the United States in
Congress, and also informed me that he was instructed by the
- wamiariyd s e g kot ool g

thereapon proj o vet st y the first
of the new year—a day of ]n{lnd oonqil,hhliﬂﬂ.. g
that day the Minister of Frenth Republie delivered the
colors, with an address, to which 1 returned an answer. By
the Iutter the House will see that [ have informed the Minister
thit the colors would be deposited with the archives of the
United States.

“ Hut it seemed to me proper previously to exhibit to the
two H of Congress these evid of t inued friend-

““ A méssage in vridggms reeeiverd

loweth :

Who should say that France, tous schooled by the exp

of the past, and stimulated by partial success, should pot per-
severe in bher efforts until her liberties should he established on
a firm popular basis *  For one he religiously believed, as he
fervently hoped, that such would be the result.

And what had Fraoce already done towards the accom-
lishment of this great object } He was sbout to show that
pshie had dope much., Guaded by n tyrannical ex-
ercised by the Goverament over the freedom of the press, the

5 bl 1o

ship of the French Republic, with the sentiments ex-
yressed by me on the occasion, 1n behalf of the United States,
I'hey are herewith communicated.

- “GEORGE WASHINGTON.
© “The said messge an

d papers therein referred to were
read and considered. b
“ Resolved, unani , That the President of the United

Siates be requested to make koown to the ives of
the Freneh p that this House hath received with the most

freedom of discussion, and the right of the people p 'y
assemble and consalt togetber for the public good, she deter-
mined 1o vindicate her rights, ** peaceably if she could, for-

to refer to the Committes on Foreign Affairs ; if that failed, it | cjp) if she tmust.” . A ly the of Pasi s
would next recur on referring to a select commitiee, d coordingly the people of Paris appoin

ed a day for a reform banguet—a public meeting where the
grie of the peopls and the bmpmrmol’ redressing themn
wete p bly to, b di d—the 22d of Febiuary—a dny
which he hoped would hereafter be sacied to the cause of French
liberty, as it was in America from the death of the Father of
American independence. The prefect of police and the com. -
ler of the pational ds issued their proclamations prohi-
biting the assemblage. ﬁuupn the day sppointed large musses
of people were seon moving first towards the place of rendezvous,
and afterwanls towards the Chamber of Deputies, there to
prefer their complaints.  The Government, equally determin-
ed, directed a lazge body of woops agninst the peopls, and
thus by force of arms drove them from sbout the chamber.
The Opposition Deputies maved the impeachment of the Mi-
nisters of Biate, and declared their purpose to resign if the
JJMM' should be rejecied ; and thus ended the first actof the
ama. d
_ On the 234, what had been on the previous day commo-
Uuunoyln?mlnﬂnwliu. in which it waa quite evident
a derabi P

hile another pu ‘:;l ed ‘"ﬂ."'.:’;,,...., and
w another portion was yed against al |
some expense of blood and life. The demsnded of the

editor of the Natienal that he shiould ses that their liberiies
were not again' played with—a noble trbute 1o the mujesty
and power of a free and faithful public press. . The people
also demanded reform and the dismissal of the minisers 'I'he
ministors resigned, but wo late.  And thus ended the second
act of the drema.

On the 241h what had been insurrectiyn now became revo-
lution. The King abdicaed the crown in favor of his giand-
#on, the Duke de Paris, and nominated the Duke de Nemours
for Regent, who wes rejected, ss nleo was the Duchess of
Urleann, by the Chamber of Deputien. Next the people pro-
claimed a Governmont, the King left Paris, and
from the latest information, together with the royal family,
were in Eogland.  The peoplo bore his shattered throne along
the streets of - Paris, bymning the song of liverty, and shout-
ing anon for & republiec upon the model of the United States.
And thos puesed away the most Lrillinnt and influential thrune
mhwﬂulhﬂunnd drama in successful revo-

Well, what now followed ' Did the people prove true to
themselves > Did the wisdom and onergy of their measures
falaify the impatations of the enemics of popular governrent !
He venturad ihe opinion that never was there & more august
and sublime apecincle manifested by any than that
which was manifested by the of France in their subse- |
quent conduet  Among ather decrees of 1he Provisional Go-
vernment, and the civil authwmities subordinaie thereio, he
found the following :

1. Tuterdiotion of the mecting of the ex-Chamber of Peers,

2. An orgenization of n movable National Guard of twenty-
tour buttalions.

3. ‘Tuilevies to be an ssylum for invalid workmen.

4, Capitnl panishment 1o be abol, shed.

5. All poliieal prosoners to be liberated and faenished with
meany 1o juin theie milies,

6§ of Clmmbwer of Peers anil dissalation of Cham-

4 uvery eitizen o be

sincere and liv bility the ication of the Com-
mittee of Public Sufety, dated the 218t of October, 1794, ac-
companied with the colors of the French und to as-
sure them that the presentation of the solirs of the French Re-
Llic to the Congress of the United Stutes is deemed the most
onorsble testimoninl of the exinting sympathies and affections
of the two Republics, funded upon their solid and nm
interests, and that this House rejoices in the
by afferded to tulate the French nation upon the bril-
iant und glocious sehievements whieh have been ished
under their influence during the present affls war, and
confidently hopes that those schicvements will be attended
with the perfect attainment of their ohjeet, the permanent es-
tabl shment of the liberties and happiness of & grest and mag-
nabimous people,

Senaie, contained an allusion to the first treaty signed hy the
Ropresentatives of the United States—the tresty .r'?..i.,
signed by Benjamin Fravklin, Silas Dean; and Arthor Les,
together with Mr. Gerard, the first Minister of the United
States to France—a treaty which he had often hesrd the
J. Q. Adams sy contained the germ of all the great
ciples of commereisl and maritime us any
would be sa isfied by an exnmination of its provi<ions.
T'his was a great occasion. It was not necessary that
should follow his friend from Hiinols (Mr, MeCrLen®axn
the expression of his opinions. His objeet was to seo

;

civil war, and very probubly of despotie government | where-
an, il wo net s if wo aet utisnimously, or neatly so if
wo act with the diguity, if we el with the decorum that be-
comen this geeit aceavion, the consequence must be, with-
out any other inteiference than the mere expression of the
good will of the American people and the Uongress of
United States, and now (with the communication of the
wdent, of all the branches of this Government) the
quence must ba, thet every where, not merely in France, bu
in luly, Eogland, Germany,

must ha the pescenble establishment of something at least ap-
proximeting 1o the public institations of this v

He ahould not (he remarked) express any
what thess res

an 1o
them

ber of | ¥ § oonstinution of a republie
. n.....!‘a".‘.r.u + the |lilnr'l'; of the press guarantied wid free- :"""‘"

dom of thamght seenre
7. Natiowsl warkshops ta he op
I eitizens W0 rewsin in pr

d for the nnemploy
mil defend thuir
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